
 

 

The 100 Year History of Manchester Obstetrics and Gynecology 
 
From the day it was founded, Manchester Ob/Gyn Associates (MOGA) has been dedicated to 

improving women’s healthcare through use of medical advances, commitment to the community 

and by providing exceptional care for our patients.  When Dr. Benjamin Burpee first opened our 

doors in 1919, he was part of a movement that transitioned childbirth from an at-home practice 

performed by general practitioners to a hospital-based practice with trained obstetricians. These 

early years of obstetrics in the US saw the introduction of forceps, anesthesia and sterile 

technique, all which led to safer deliveries for mothers and babies.  

 

Dr. Burpee’s son-in-law, Dr. Robert Lord, joined the practice in 1948 and continued the practice 

after Dr. Burpee’s retirement. Dr. Lord dedicated himself to his work and his community.  He 

was the second board certified Ob/Gyn in the state of New Hampshire.  He was known for his 

devotion to his patients and his giving spirit, values that MOGA continues to uphold.  In 1969, 

Dr. Lord was instrumental in creating Manchester Family Planning, a precursor to Planned 

Parenthood of Northern New England, thus beginning the dedication to women’s reproductive 

rights that characterizes MOGA to this day. 

 

In the 1950s, MOGA established its home in the newly constructed Doctors Park, across from 

the Elliot Hospital, and we continued to grow.  In 1961, Dr. Stephen Biddle joined Dr. Lord, and 

MOGA became the largest practice in Manchester, delivering more than 600 babies per year. 

After Dr. Biddle’s retirement in 1982, the “next generation” of MOGA emerged. Dr. Wayne 

Goldner and Dr. Gary Wasserman each made MOGA their home for over thirty years.  With the 

drive and dedication of these physicians, MOGA continued to make strides in women’s health 

care. This included introducing in-office ultrasound, surgical procedures, and infertility services. 

As an early proponent of minimally invasive surgery, Dr Wasserman was the first surgeon to 

perform a laparoscopic hysterectomy at the Elliot Hospital.  MOGA was also one of the first 

practices in the state to incorporate nurse practitioners into the office and midwifery care onto 

the labor floor.   

 

One hundred years after it was founded, MOGA continues to evolve and grow with the changing 

needs of our community.  Although precise records are not available, we have had the privilege 

of helping tens of thousands of women welcome babies into their lives.  With hands-on, 

individualized care, a focus on evidence-based medicine, and a commitment to consistently 

furthering our skills to offer our patients the newest technologies and widest variety of options 

for care, we look forward to continuing to serve future generations of women in Southern New 

Hampshire. 

 

Thank you for letting us take care of generations of your families and for being a part of ours! 
 

 

 


