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Top News 

• Jonathan & Karen will 
be leaving for Quilt 
Market on May 12th 
and will be closed 
thru May 22.  We ask 
that you delay bring-
ing in your machine 
for maintenance until 
we return.  Machines 
needing repair will be 
given first priority 
from April 25 - May 11 

• The Jacksonville 
Quilters have found a 
new home for their 
annual show.  It will be 
held at the J-ville 
Elementary School on 
Hueners Ln.,  Friday, 
July 8 thru Sunday, 
July 10. 
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Ins ide  th is  i s sue :  

Top Stitch 
Top Stit c h  

I expect some of you will think I’m going to further expound  on my musical journey 
based on the title of this article  - with its use of bell-bottom slang from the last half 
of the last century - but I assure you this one’s all about quilting.  And what could 
be more quilt-like than trying to stitch-in-the-ditch?  (That’s jargon for stitching on 
the seam line between fabrics, for those who are less hip to quilting.)  How many 
times have you tried to stay straight but somehow scooch off a bit?  That’s heavy. 
You may have experimented with the #10 Edge Stitch foot (my personal favorite 
for other venues) - but man, what a drag.  Literally, as it just doesn’t have that 
power of a full-size all-wheel-drive walking foot to feed the batting smooth-like.   
So now we finally have a solid solution.  The latest accessory from BERNINA that 
every quilter should score is specifically a Stitch-in-the-Ditch sole plate.  And this 
baby sure has soul.  For about the same price as an average foot our little Super-
star has a metal guide that will ride in that groove - and the best part is that it fits 
all of the walking feet that already have interchangeable sole plates.  If you prefer 
to echo quilt, just move the needle position left or right and you’ll get perfect paral-
lels.  Now that’s far out! 
The back story on this gizmo is that when BERNINA asked for foot ideas in the 
early 2000’s, this was one of the dreams I suggested.  (I’m sure I can’t take ‘sole’ 
credit or else I’d be demanding royalties.)  When we were at the Swiss factory in 
2008 one of Jon’s technician friends invited him into a private room (imagine 
James Bond in the Alps) where he got to see a proto-type they were working on.  
We’ve been left hanging ever since.   
So why did it take so long you probably ask?  Well first of all, the Swiss want it 
perfect.  No slap-together rigging there.  The spring on this guide bar is tensioned 
just right so it will stay put where you need it, but also be able to ride up and over 
the various thicknesses of seams it will cross along the way.  Of course it also 
takes a whole new bunch of equipment and tools to produce these fantastic feet, 
and they can’t start building them until they have the casting just right.  So quilting 
perfection takes time and patience.   
And also some piece, love and understanding...and that’s cool by me. 

Diggin’ the Ditch 
& Feelin’ Groovy 



Redwork & Black-
work with BSR 

In this lecture format, Karen 
will demonstrate her technique 
for using the BSR to create 
redwork and blackwork quilts.  
We’ll cover everything from pre-
paring the fabric to tracing the 
pattern as well as the special 
tricks for stitching fine details 
and lettering.     Fee: $7.50 

Thurs., June 23,  1:00 - 2:30  

Wed., August 10, 10:30 - 12:00 
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Class Policies: 

Space is limited; as a courtesy 

to others, please inform us 
immediately if you need to 

cancel (there may be others on a 
waiting list)  

We will cancel a class three days 

in advance if we do not have the 
minimum number of students. 

You  are  expected to put  a 

reservation  on  your  calendar ;     
we do not  make reminder  calls. 

Previous purchasers are 

welcome to take their New 
Owner’s Guide classes 

additional times at no extra 

charge. 

Quilting with Bernina  
Develop your skills and confidence 
with straight line and free-motion 
quilting.  Work with the walking 
foot and quilting feet, including 
the famous BSR (not required). 
Learn how to decide on threads 
and needles for different effects. 
Karen instructing. 

Fee: $15. (plus basic supplies) 

(Top Stitch Purchasers of BSR 
machines special price $7.50 ) 

Thurs., June 9,  1:00  - 4:00   

Wed., July 27,  10:00 - 1:00 

 You can always 
find a copy of this 
newsletter at www. 

TopStitchBernina.com 
 

(Look for the next issue 
after September 1) 

 
Remember to check 
the HELP DESK for 
our most common 

fixes for your sewing 
gremlins. 

BERNINA CLUB 
BERNINA CLUB introduces you to projects and techniques selected 
by BERNINA National instructors.  We incorporate their recorded 
presentations with our own in-person instruction lead by Gayle Mat-
loff.  Gayle will demonstrate while answering all your questions.  
You’ll then have a chance to sit in front of our machines and make 
sure you understand how to do the process before you go home 
and put your new knowledge to work.  You will also receive a CD 
that contains hand-outs and additional project instructions.  
Each session will be from 1:00 - 3:30 at Top Stitch  
 

Thursday, May 5 The Coverup: Create an all around cover-up with 
decorative pintuck embellishments, or make a pillow with heirloom 
techniques including scalloped edging.  
Thursday, June 2 Appli-que-tions: Enjoy the freedom of raw edge 
appliqué and learn a simple, fun way to add a scalloped border to 
table runners or wall hangings. 
Thursday, July 7 Kitchen Update:  Find a favorite fabric story and re-
style your kitchen with these useful coordinates. 
Thursday, September 8 Microwave Sewing:  The serger is the micro-
wave of the sewing room.  Revisit some serger basics while explor-
ing functional and creative uses in simple projects. 
 

Fee:  $10.00 per session   
Space is extremely limited!!!  You must pay in advance. 
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Activa & Aurora Guide Classes  AND New 3 Series Machines 
• Tuesday, May 3 and Wednesday, May 4,   10:00 am - 1:00 pm (both days) 
• Saturday, June 25,  10:00 am - 4:00 pm  
• Wednesday, July 20 and Thursday, July 21,   1:00 - 4:00 pm (both days)  
• Wednesday, August 17 and Thursday, August 18,  10:00 am - 1:00 pm (both days) 
Aurora Embroidery  (additional classes for embroidery with Aurora machines) 
• Wednesday, July 13,   10:00 am - 1:00 pm 
• Saturday, August 20,  10:00 am - 1:00 pm 

These classes are complimentary with purchase of a machine from Top Stitch.   
Choose one of the options listed below for your model(s) then call or come in to  
reserve your space (pre-registration required.)   

• Wednesday, June 15 and Thursday, June 16,  10:00 am - 1:00 pm (both days) 
• Saturday, July 30,  10:00 am - 4:00 pm 
• Tuesday, August 23 and Wednesday, August 24,   1:00 - 4:00 pm (both days) 

Embroidery Usage: 
• Wednesday, June 22,  10:00 am - 1:00 pm 
• Saturday, August 6,  10:00 am - 1:00 pm 

Artista AND NEW  8 Series Classes (for 830 / 820 machines) 

Serger Guide Classes (for all new serger models) 
• Saturday, June 11,  10:00 am - 4:00 pm 
• Wednesday, August 3 and Thursday, August 4,  1:00 - 4:00 pm (both days) 

When you Buy a BERNINA at Top Stitch the following services are  included: 
1.  Complete Class Instruction for use of  your machine. 
 2.  Free, unlimited trouble-shooting assistance 
  3.  Full warranty coverage performed on our premises. 
    Plus our exclusive BBB Discounts * 

►15% off regular priced fabrics, notions, books, accessories, embroidery designs, etc. 
  ►Discounted maintenance & service on that machine (up to a 64% savings) 
BBB discounts are good for one full year after purchase and are renewed automatically for another 12 months when you 

pay for a general cleaning or maintenance on the machine purchased. 



1596 Biddle Rd. 
Medford, OR 97504 

Top Stitch 

541-608-7722 
Toll free 888-608-7722 

topstitch@qwestoffice.net 

Monday - Saturday 10: - 6: 

Summer Hours Begin 
May 28: 

Monday - Friday   
10: - 6: 

Saturdays  10: - 4: 

CLOSED: 
May 12 - 22  

May 30  
July 4 

 

August 27 - 
September 5 

Stock-up 
Before we Go  

(to Quilt Market)

SALE 
May 2 - 11 

All Fabrics*, Notions, 
Books & Patterns 20% Off 

* half yard minimum cut for sale pricing.  

FREE 
Walking 

Foot* 
With Purchase of 
BERNINA 350 
Patchwork Edition 

 
*2  sole-plate edition 

 
With coupon 

Thru 5/11/2011 

$100 
OFF 

“Top Drawer” 
Delivery 

Charge on 
 New Koala  

Cabinet orders 
 

With coupon 
  Thru  5/11/2011 
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