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Top News 

• The month of May  
brings two local quilt 
shows.  The Mountain 
Stars Quilters is Friday, 
May 4 and Saturday, 
May 5 at the Ramada 
Inn on Biddle Rd.  The 
Rogue Valley Piecemak-
ers takes place on Sat-
urday, May 19 and Sun-
day, May 20 at the Jo-
sephine County Fair-
grounds. 

• BERNINA has recently 
introduced a Spanish 
Hemstitch Accessory 
that allows you to cre-
ate authentic Heirloom 
style joining.  The kit is 
designed to fit all 
BERNINA machines with 
decorative stitches in 
conjunction with the 
#20 foot. 
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Ins ide  th is  i s sue :  

Top Stitch 
Top Stit c h  

One morning recently I walked outside and was star-
tled by the raucous chirps, whistles, and clicks of 
birds.  It was chilly and overcast and didn’t feel like Spring to me, but the birds had 
returned in unison as usual.  The whispers of Winter were suddenly replaced with 
their joyous choir.  I knew - better than the groundhog - that Spring was really on 
its way.  I had to pause to listen, and to smile. 
That same day I stumbled upon a quote by Henry van Dyke (an American author, 
educator and clergyman according to Wikipedia).  It said, “Use what talents you 
possess; the woods would be very silent if no birds sang there except those that 
sang the best.”   
What a beautiful thought.  It hardly needs further explanation, but it did get me 
thinking about how often I have found myself inhibited by my own insecurities.  I 
imagine most of us find it hard to approach a task when we’re aware that we’ll 
never live up to so-and-so, or to the level of excellence we wish we had.  In fact I 
think this is why the skill set of sewing often skips a generation.  The indisputable 
thing is that almost everyone has started there (great genius at youth aside). 
When I hear biographies about people who have been recognized as exceptional, 
the one thing that seems most in common is that they just kept plodding along, 
doing what they enjoyed.  It was their own enjoyment of doing that would bring 
them to the forefront, but only after many, many hours of practice in one way or 
another.  Even Grandma Moses - who didn’t pick up a paint brush until almost 70 
years old - had spent a lifetime of creating needlework scenes, which obviously 
helped to style her folk art.  (There are three variations reported on why she turned 
to painting, but the most plausible is her arthritis….) 
So this is where we have to remember to find our so-called inner child.  That time 
in our lives when we didn’t allow the frustrations of learning to impede our desire 
to learn.  That time when we just tried things because they looked interesting to 
us, not because we had any other goal in mind.  If you desire to make a quilt for 
your bed, or sew a dress for your grand daughter, then just start and enjoy the 
process.  If you want to learn a new instrument or take up a sport, then just start 
and enjoy the process.  It is the joy of doing that keeps us living. 

Birds Do It, 
Bees Do It... 



Appliqué in the Hoop 

This is a new lecture-style class 
demonstrating the popular tech-
nique of using your embroidery ma-
chine to appliqué.  Karen will high-
light several methods for preparing 
the appliqué fabric, including using 
the CutWork accessory that actu-
ally cuts the fabric in the hoop too.  
Many embroidery designs are now 
available with appliqué features 
built-in, so you can enjoy them ready 
made - or learn to digitize your own. 

Fee: $7.50 

Thursday, June 14,  10:30 - 12:00 
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Quilting with Bernina  
Develop your skills and confidence 
with straight line and free-motion 
quilting.  Work with the walking 
foot and quilting feet, including 
the famous BSR (not required). 
Learn how to decide on threads 
and needles for different effects. 
Karen instructing. 

Fee: $15. (plus basic supplies) 

(Top Stitch Purchasers of BSR 
machines special price $7.50 ) 

Sat., June 16,  10:00 - 1:00  

Tue., July 31,  1:00  - 4:00 

 You can always 
find a copy of this 
newsletter at www. 

TopStitchBernina.com 
 

 
Remember to check 
the HELP DESK for 
our most common 

fixes for your sewing 
mishaps. 

 
Visit the GALLERY 
section to see some 

of our favorite  
projects 

BERNINA CLUB 
BERNINA CLUB introduces you to projects and techniques selected 
by BERNINA National instructors.  We incorporate their recorded 
presentations with our own in-person instruction lead by Karen, who 
will demonstrate while answering all your questions.  Go home with 
a CD that contains hand-outs and instructions to put your new 
knowledge to work.  Each session is from 1:00 - 3:30 at Top Stitch  
 
Thursday, May 3 Accordion Mementos:  Express some of your favor-
ite memories with needle and thread.  Combine panels to create 
an accordion style display with a unique closure. 
Thursday, June 7 Too Stylish to Sleep: Update a bedroom with a bed 
runner and super-styled pillows.  When a quilt is too heavy or too 
time-consuming, consider making these smaller projects as an ac-
cent to existent bedding.  It will be easy to change seasonally too! 
Thursday, July 19 Could it be Vera?:  Incorporate your favorite tech-
niques and hand-picked fabrics to create a quilted bag ensemble 
resembling current popular boutique styles. 
Thursday, September 6 Artful Centerpiece:  Create a lovely quilted 
centerpiece using piecing and thread painting techniques. 
  
 

Fee:  $10.00 per session   
Space is extremely limited!!!  You must pay in advance. 

 

Class Policies: 

 

Space is limited; as a courtesy 
to others, please inform us 
immediately if you need to 

cancel (there may be others on a 
waiting list)  

 

We will cancel a class three days 
in advance if we do not have the 

minimum number of students. 

 

You  are  expected to put  a 

reservation  on  your  calendar ;     
we do not  make reminder  calls. 



New Owner ’s  Classes Page 3 

These classes are complimentary with purchase of a machine from Top Stitch.   

• Previous purchasers are welcome to take their New Owner’s Guide classes addi-
tional times at no extra charge.  (First time students get priority seating.) 

 

Choose one of the options listed below then call or come in to reserve your space 
(pre-registration is required).   

SEWING MACHINE USAGE (for ALL BERNINA Models) 
• Saturday, May 5,  10:00 am - 5:00 pm  
• Tuesday, May 22 and Wednesday, May 23,  1:00 - 4:00 pm (both days) 
• Saturday, June 9,  10:00 am - 4:00 pm  
• Tuesday, June 19 and Wednesday, June 20,  10:00 am - 1:00 pm (both days) 
• Wednesday, July 25 and Thursday, July 26  1:00 - 4:00 pm (both days) 
• Tuesday, August 14 and Wednesday, August 15 ,  10:00 am - 1:00 pm (both days) 

• Saturday, May 12,  10:00 am - 1:00 pm 
• Saturday, June 23,  10:00 am - 1:00 pm 
• Wednesday, August 1,  1:00 - 4:00 pm 

EMBROIDERY USAGE (for ALL BERNINA Embroidery Machines) 

SERGER USAGE (for ALL BERNINA Serger Models) 
• Tuesday, May 15 and Wednesday, May 16,  10:00 am - 1:00 pm (both days) 
• Saturday, June 2,  10:00 am - 4:00 pm  
• Wednesday, August 8 and Thursday, August 9,  1:00 - 4:00 pm (both days) 

When you Buy a BERNINA at Top Stitch the following services are  included: 
1.  Complete Class Instruction for use of  your machine. 
 2.  Free, unlimited trouble-shooting assistance 
  3.  Full warranty coverage performed on our premises. 
    Plus our exclusive BBB Discounts * 

►15% off regular priced fabrics, notions, books, accessories, embroidery designs, etc. 
  ►Discounted maintenance & service on that machine (up to a 64% savings) 
BBB discounts are good for one full year after purchase and are renewed automatically for another 12 months when you 

pay for a general cleaning or maintenance on the machine purchased. 



Special 
Summer 
Hours: 

Saturdays  
10:00 - 4:00 
(starting June 2) 

 
CLOSED: 

May 26 - 28 
July 4th 

July 21 - 23, 
and Aug. 27 
thru Sept. 3 

1596 Biddle Rd. 
Medford, OR 97504 

Top Stitch 

541-608-7722 
Toll free 888-608-7722 

topstitch@qwestoffice.net 

Monday - Saturday 10: - 5: 

What do Dinosaurs, Owls and 
Snoopy have in common?... 

They’re ALL amongst the MANY new 
fabric lines you'll find at Top Stitch! 

$10.00 Off  
total Fabric* purchase over 

$50.00** 
**EXTRA savings applied AFTER  your current BBB 15% off. 

* Excludes Fat Q’s, muslin and solid black. Expires 5/25/12 

$20.00 Off  
total Fabric* purchase 

over $100.00** 
**EXTRA savings applied AFTER  your current BBB 15% off. 

* Excludes Fat Q’s, muslin and solid black. Expires 5/25/12 

Here’s TWO coupons to help get your 
next projects started: 
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