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Top News 

Today as I  wr ite ,  the 
ra in  is  st i l l  f l ooding 
Houston and thou-
sands are be ing evacu-
ated.  It  is  somewhat 
reassur ing to hear  
that the Convent ion  
Center  -  home to the 
famous Houston Qu i lt  
Fest iva l  -  is  once again  
be ing used as shelter  
for  the d isp laced.  L ike 
hav ing the f i re  camp 
across the way , it  
means we ’ re re lat ive ly  
safe , , , i f  a l l  goes wel l .    
I  have just checked the 
latest from the show 
producers and they  are 
posit ive th is year ’s  
Fest iva l  w i l l  go  on  as 
schedu led, so don ’t  
cancel  any  p lans yet .  
 

To  a l l  those fr iends & 
ne ighbors we know -  
whether  escap ing water  
in  TX or  f i res near  here 
-  we hope you  are safe 
and secure and recover  
qu ick ly .  
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Top Stitch 
 

BERNINA University, affectionately (and more briefly) referenced as BU, is that once a year 

dealer conference where we spend days getting updated on new products and learn about 

using them.  This year was especially packed with many new machines on the horizon. 

The biggest news is the introduction of a NEW 5 Series which is due in later for the Holiday 

season.  This new length chasis is 8 ½” from CNP (center needle position); not quite as 

wide as the 7 Series’ 10”, but longer than any of our standard size machines.  The other 

huge news is that these machines will use the patented BERNINA Jumbo bobbin that was 

introduced with the 750QE and has been widely successful with the latest 7 Series models.  

This new bobbin system holds almost twice as much thread as a BERNINA CB (standard 

style) and allows for a push button thread cutter, as well as a low bobbin indicator (on top 

models).  BERNINA announced that this new bobbin system will be at the core of their ma-

chines moving forward to offer consistency through out the line.   

This is where I need to take a time out and interject for current BERNINA owners who love 

their standard model...and have dozens of bobbins you don’t want to replace.  If you have 

been thinking about a newer machine that will continue to use your bobbins (especially at 

the mid to higher end), now would be the time to come talk to us about current close-out 

and demonstrator models to replace (or augment) that well-used machine. 

Back to the good news: the two top models both will have BERNINA Dual Feed (BDF) and 

automatic foot lift / hover position - a favorite feature for applique. These two also feature an 

automated foot pressure that will adjust height according to the fabric you are using. 

All the new 5’s can be outfitted with embroidery during initial purchase or as an add-on 

(standard with 590E).  The new embroidery unit is designed to allow for free-arm embroi-

dery without any special attachment and can use the new Midi-Hoop that uses BERNINA’s 

patented ratchet system for the most secure fabric stabilization (plus no hand strain) 

BERNINA has added many new top-of-the-line embroidery features which are now also 

available as an Upgrade Kit for current owners of an 880 or 790.  My favorite (which we 

asked for years ago) is UNDO/REDO.  To me, that’s a killer app right there, but I also love 

Pinpoint Placement - a feature that makes positioning embroidery flawless.  Another feature 

I think many will appreciate is the ability to read most embroidery design formats direct from 

USB stick - no conversion necessary! 

Maybe it’s time to reconsider your current machine status and stop in to discuss what op-

tions would be most appropriate for your situation.  We never want to say, “...told ya so.” 
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Sometimes I feel like technology is out to get me, and I know many of you 

probably feel the same way.  For several weeks I have been struggling with 

getting the Britt Quilt blog going.  My posts are not showing up complete and 

the server doesn’t seem able to rectify the situation, which is forever frustrat-

ing.  I have posted a few - as they are - and will have to settle with that for 

now.  My next post (I promise) is what I will be working on next...as soon as I 

finish this newsletter! 

For those that haven’t been reading yet, here is a snippet from the posting 

called “The Blank Page” which was the second in the series:  

 

May 11th, 2017 I finally faced that blank canvas and started the layout 

for the Britt Quilt. 
Amazingly it went very well.  I have thought about it for so long - it 

has drifted in and out of my consciousness for the past year - that 

the major elements fell into place almost immediately.  In truth I 

needed to tweak and reshape over the course of several days, but 

the basic shape was established almost on the first take. 

 

To be clear – I attempted a couple other layouts.  How could the 

first possibly be the best?, I mulled with understandable doubt.  That 

initial design I had started building from the bottom, so the second I 

started from the top.  For the third try, it was to approach the bot-

tom from a different perspective - starting from the middle.  But ulti-

mately I came back to the first and just kept working with it, audi-

tioning additional elements and playing with scales, lastly adding flour-

ishes. 
 

So now I have my vision established in accessible form.  I ended up 

using parts from 13 (of my nearly 150) digital photos taken last sum-

mer from 5 different evenings during Britt’s 2016 classical and pop/

rock season.  Using a simple computer program (Windows Publisher 

2013) I established the canvas size, brought the images in then 

cropped, sized, rearranged, layered and re-colored.  I have used Pub-

lisher since my first store newsletters in 1995, so that is why I feel 

most comfortable with it, but any graphics program that allows you 

to do those tasks would be appropriate for this technique.  

 

The next step will be to print that concept out in full size and start 

drafting how the pieces will be sewn together. That is what I call the 

puzzle. 

Continued at www.TopStitchBernina.com, click on Blog. 

 

Space is limited; as a 
courtesy to others, please 

inform us immediately if you 
need to cancel (there may be 

others on a waiting list)  
 

 
 

We will cancel a class 

three days in advance if we 
do not have the minimum 

number of students. 
 

 
You  are  expected to put  

a reservation  on  your  
calendar;  we do not  

make reminder calls. 

Text:  

topstitch  

to 85100  
receive a FREE  

package of sewing 

machine needles at 

your next store visit 

and get updates on 

sales & new arrivals 

in real time 
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These classes are complimentary with purchase of a machine from Top Stitch.   

 If you purchased your machine from us you are welcome to take the New Owner’s 
Guide classes additional times at no extra charge. 

 Choose one of the options listed below then call or come in to reserve your 
space (pre-registration is required).     

$200.00  (Free with machine purchase) 
 Saturday, September 23,  10:00 am - 4:00 pm 

 Wednesday, October 18 and Thursday, October 19,  1:00 - 4:00 pm (both days) 

 Saturday, October 28,  10:00 am - 4:00 pm 

 Tuesday, November 7 and Wednesday, November 8,  10:00 am - 1:00 pm (both days) 

 Saturday, December 2,  10:00 am - 4:00 pm 

$100.00  (Free with machine purchase) 

 Saturday, September 30,  10:00 am - 1:00 pm 

 Wednesday, October 25,  1:00 - 4:00 pm 

 Saturday, November 11,  10:00 am - 1:00 pm 

 Tuesday, December 5,  10:00 am - 1:00 pm 

$200.00  (Free with machine purchase) 

 Tuesday, September 26 and Wednesday, September 27,  10:00 am - 1:00 pm (both days) 
 Saturday, November 4,  10:00 am - 4:00 pm 

When you Buy a BERNINA at Top Stitch the following services are included: 
1.  Complete Class Instruction for use of your new machine at no additional cost. 

 2.  Free, unlimited trouble-shooting assistance by phone, e-mail or in-store. 

  3.  Full warranty coverage performed on our premises by a BERNINA specialist. 

   Plus our exclusive BERNINA BUYERS’ BONUS Discounts: 

►15% off regular priced fabrics, notions, books, machine accessories, embroidery designs, etc. 

►Discounted* maintenance & service on purchased machine saves you up to $110. each time. 

 (*only applicable when our authorized technician was the last to work on the machine) 

 

Your 15% discount is good for one full year after purchase and will be renewed automatically for 
another 12 months whenever you pay for maintenance on the machine. 



1596 Biddle Rd. 
Medford, OR 97504 
(between Progress & Morrow) 

www.TopStitchBernina.com 
topstitch@qwestoffice.net 

541.608.7722 

Top Stitch 

CLOSED

 

With coupon.  Applies to fabric purchase only.  Expires  10/31/17 

Looking for a USED BERNINA?  Call us first!  Jonathan can discuss which models 

would be best for your needs (including budget), and can make sure it is in perfect 

working order - GUARANTEED.  You also are automatically enrolled in our  

BERNINA Buyer’s Bonus program - saving you hundreds on service alone! 

30% 

OFF  
Floriani  

Threads  

and 

Stabilizers 

 
In stock only, while supplies last. 

 

25% 
OFF  

YLI  

Pearl Crown 

Rayon 
For reverse bobbinwork 

& decorative serger 

 
In stock only, while supplies last. 


