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IMPACTED TEETH

The difficultly in removing impactions differs from patient to patlent, consequently, so do the complications. Most peopla
have few, if any, problems-some have many problems. Just because a friend reacted in one way does not mean that
the same will be true following your surgery.

- The removal of impacted teeth Is quite different than the extraction of srupted testh. The following conditlons may oceur,
all of which are ¢onsidered normal.
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Itis normat to experience some swelling for a few days. Sorne patients have more swelling on the second or third day
than an the first day after eurgery. If you are not having an increase in faver ar increase of paln at the same time, this
ewalling is probably normal.

You may have a slight earacha.
You may develop a mild sore throat,
You may experience some stiffness in opsning your mouth and soreness in the gums near the surgical site.

The sutures placed in your mouth are in the proper position and are absolutely necessary for healing. Do not be
concernad If thay appear to ba placed in your cheek,

Some numbness of your lower lip or fongue may linger for days, weeks or even months after lower tooth surgery.
This almaost always goes away.

The comers of the mouth are stretched and may dry out and crack. Your lips should be kept moist with cream,
Vassline, or chapped lip salve.

There may be a slight elevation of temperature for 24 to 48 hours. If the temperatura persists, notify us,
Small chips of bone may emerge from the gums as hesling progresses for several weeks. This is normal.

Please do not forcibly sneeze or blow your nose for several weeks after surgery. Bleeding from the nose may be
present following removal of upper impactions that have an opening inko the sinus.

Your other teeth may ache. This is called “"refarred paln” and is a temporary condition.

After 3 to 5 days a severe throbblng earache may develop. This may be the baginning of a “dry socket” which can be
very palnful. Call the office for a check-up appoiniment (814) 536-4875 and we can quickly relieve the pain by placing
a medicated dressing in the problem ares.

Some patients may develop an Infection in the surgical area many weeks after the surgery. Sudden swalling of the
area Is the main symptom. This is not uncemmon and is often caused by rapid surface healing. Call our offlce if this
happens (814) 536-4675.

Occasionally patlents develop a clicking notse or sorme spasm associated with the temporomandibular Joint (TM.J) after
surgery. This is the joint immediately in front of your ear where the lower jaw hinges against the skull. This problem is
probably dus to swelling and pain causing Imbalance in the chewing muscles. THIS WOULD NOT QCCUR WITHOUT
PRE-EXISTING WEAKNESS IN THIS JOINT. The onsst of TMJ problems usually occurs at about the same ages we
are raquested to remove wisdom teeth. The dates can and sometimes do colncide. It is sometimes difficult for the
patient to understand that the surgery did nat cause their TMJ problem since they may not have besn aware of any
clicking or pain before surgery.

After your normal, scheduled post-operative and/or suture removal appolntment, sorme patients may require an
additional follow up appointment in several waeks. Try to keep this appointment if at all possible. This allows us to
chack on your progress and to be sure all sutures have been remaved. There is no charge for this appointment.
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