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Resurrection is the central event of our salvation. Today the
Church and her children rejoice for Our Lord and Savior has risen
from the dead. The Resurrection is the feast of feasts. Originally
the Church celebrated only one feast, the Resurrection itself, which
was recalled and renewed each Sunday at the celebration of the
Divine Mysteries. In the Maronite tradition, the solemnity of the
Resurrection of Our Lord is expressed by a special rite called the
“Rite of Peace”. Peace was the first word with which the Risen
Lord greeted His disciples. His good news to them was, primarily,
an announcement of peace. By His Resurrection, He established
peace between His Father and the world, and thus brought creation
back to its original destiny. Peace, was then the primary teaching
that the Maronite Liturgy has retained from the great event of the
Resurrection. The Rite of Peace is the rite of exaltation of the
“empty” and glorious Cross, to proclaim the victory of the risen
Lord, the font of our peace.

‘I am the Resurrection
and the life.
He who believes in Me will live,

even though he dies;

and whoever lives

and believes in Me

will never die.'"John 11:25-26
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Risen

The week of Resurrection is known by different names in the
Maronite Liturgy: Week of the Resurrection, Easter Week, Week of
Renewals, Week of weeks. However, the name most commonly
applied to it is “Week of Hawareyeen.” The word reinforces
“purity”, “white”, and “justification”. It refers to the angels at the
empty tomb who announced His Resurrection, or to the Lord’s
disciples who believed in His Resurrection and thus, were clothed
in “righteousness”, or to the newly baptized members of the
Church.

READING: Philippians 1:1-13
GOSPEL: John 12:12-22
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‘THE CHURCH IS YOUNG AT HEART,
OUR HOLY FATHER POPE FRANCIS REMINDS YOUNG PEOPLE
Francis Urges Young People to Be Courageous As He Opens Pre-Synod for 2018 Synod

The Church is young at heart...

Opening the pre-synod this morning, March 19, 2018, on the Feast
of St Joseph in Rome, Pope Francis noted this as he addressed
more than 300 young people gathered in the Eternal City to share
together ahead of this synod and whose outcomes will be taken
into consider during the October synod.

It is interesting to recall that the Maria Mater
Ecclesiae International Pontifical College, where the Pre-Synod
will be held and where the Pope was this morning, received 20
years ago, on March 19, the visit of Pope St John Paul Il, “great
promoter of youth.”

The upcoming synod is another gesture of closeness,
demonstrating the Church’s interest to listen to and to give young
people an opportunity to express their concerns, to find the way of
supporting them.

In his address today, Pope Francis underscored that close dialogue
with younger generations is a great help.

“I invite you then, this week, to express yourselves frankly and
freely,” he noted, adding: “You are the protagonists and it is
important that you speak openly.”

“‘But | am ashamed, the cardinal will hear me ...” Hear what?,
he’s used to it.

The Pope assured them that their contribution will be taken
seriously.

“We need you young people, living stones of a Church with a
young face, but not made up, as | said: not artificially rejuvenated,
but revived from within.”

“And you provoke us to get out of the logic of ‘but it’s always
been like that,” he stressed.

“And that logic, please, is a poison. It’s a sweet poison, because it
calms your soul and leaves you as anesthetized and does not let you
walk. To get out of the logic of ‘always has been done this way,” to
remain creatively in the wake of authentic, yet creative, Christian
tradition.

The Pope repeated his recommendation that Christians read the
Book of the Acts of the Apostles, citing the creativity of those men.
“Those men knew how to go on with a creativity that if we do the
translation to what it means today;, it frightens us!”

Pope Francis concluded, thanking them and reminding them to pray
for him.
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EASTER WEEKEND
Saturday, March 31 @ 10:00 AM Confession & Noon Prayer

Saturday, March 31 @ 4:30 PM VigilMass, English

11:00 PM Midnight Mass (Al-Hajmeh) English & Arabic

April 1 @ 9:30 AM English & 11:30 AM Arabic

EASTER SUNDAY

Easter Monday of Apparition of Our Lord, April 2 @ 8 AM Mass

CHRISTIS RISEN!
TRULY RISEN
ALLELUIA!

Sunday, April 8, Feast of the Divine Mercy & Blessingwith
the Authentic Relics of St. Faustina@ 9:30 AM English

Mass & 11:30 AM Arabic Mass ,
&7




April 2018

Good News for a change

Page 4

NOONDAY DEVIL

The Desert Fathers used to say that there are many devils
out there to tempt and discourage us from leading a true
spiritual life, but the worst of all is the "noonday" devil!

This devil is so tricky that he gets us to either work,
work, work, so that we avoid dealing with our loneliness,
our hurt, or our relationship with God and others, or he
tricks us to be bored, restless, depressed, or despondent,
so that nothing we do might bring us any joy or peace.

By either extreme, this devil succeeds and is much more
effective than the ones that come at night, in darkness.
The noonday devil looks at us soberly and plies us with
half-truths so that we either believe that nothing matters
at all and all our efforts are useless, so why waste time
trying, or that we can never do enough to find peace and
joy in this life.

The Desert Fathers used to call the weapon of this devil
by the Greek word "acedia.” In English, we would call it
sloth, despondency or laziness. Thus, whether it is
hyperactivity with no real purpose or meaning, or
spiritual laziness with no real hope for peace or joy, the
results are the same: discouragement, depression and
anger, all of which are quite poisonous, but there is a
remedy.

Evidence for the Resurrection

E mpty Tomb
A ppearances
S keptics Converted

1 ransformed Apostles
E xistence of the Church
R ite of Baptism

4
True/Aur

When we look around at the divisive, unhappy, restless,
angry world in which we live, we know there is
something terribly wrong in our world, and also in our
own personal lives. The noonday devil wants us to think
there is no hope, no solution, no way out. But there is a
remedy.

When we love God, love properly our own self, and love
others, we trick this devil, and come to know the truth
that our efforts really do matter; our caring for our self
and others really does change things, and our love for the
God who made us really does bring us a certain peace
and joy that no matter what circumstances we face,
whether good or bad, we will not lose our peace and joy.

We must free ourselves then, with God's grace, from this
noonday threat to our peace of mind and to our natural
joy in God, and love our way out of every temptation to
discouragement, despondency, and depression, knowing
that love is the only true remedy for this terrible
affliction. Love not only fulfills the commandments, but
leads us to God himself, and once and for all, this
noonday enemy is defeated and our joy and peace return.

Let this be our Lenten discipline, to love more, so that
the more generous we are in loving self, others, and God,
the happier we will be. Happy Lent and Happy Easter!

K
n -/

His Holiness Pope Francis & Bishop
Gregory J. Mansour
Eparchy of Saint Maron of Brooklyn
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BEAUTIFUL FACES & PLACES
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Palm Sunday @ St Sharbel 2018

Congratulation to Thomas &
Bernadette Mac Gregor on
their Baby’s Josephine
baptism
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BOOK YOUR AGENDA: ST. SHARBEL COMMUNITY LIFE

1. 15t Tuesday Healing: 4/3 @ 6 pm Rosary & Benediction &
Blessing with healing oil of St. Sharbel. All are Welcome.

2. Youth Masses :Sunday 4/1 @ 9:30 & 11:30 am

Spanish Mass: Sunday 4/1 @ 4:30 pm Rosary & 5 pm

4. Young at Heart: Wednesday 4/4 @ 11 am Rosary Arabic

w

followed by Lenten potluck

5. St. Sharbel Youth: Friday 4/6 @ 6 pm — 8 pm, making

sandwiches for the homeless.

ST. SHARBEL IN PHILIPPINES

A girl from Philippines who works as a maid at
a house of a Christian family in Beirut called
her mother in Philippines to check on her, her
mother cried and said to her: | am going to die
before | see you, I'm very sick and living my
last days.

The girl cried so bitterly for it was very
difficult for her to travel to Philippines, the trip
was very expensive and she was poor, she also
had signed a 2 year work contract, plus the
couple she works for both have jobs and they
need her to take care of their two little
children. She cried so hard and the couple did
not know what to do to comfort her. They then
offered to take her to visit St. Sharbel, she
accepted thankfully.

When she got to Annaya, she knelt for 2 and
half hours near St. Sharbel’s tomb and prayed
fervently saying: St. Sharbel please look at my
situation with clemency & heal my mother, |
want to see her before she dies, and you know
how poor and helpless | am, | can’t go to her,
then she returned with the family, her eyes
were so red for she was crying for hours.

As soon as she got to Beirut her mother calls
her saying: thank you daughter for sending me
a doctor from Lebanon who healed me.

The Tomb of Saint Sharbel in Annaya, Lebanon
where thousands of devotees come from all over
the world to seek intercession from the
incorruptible body of the Holy Hermit.

The girl answered: | never sent anyone!

The mother insisted saying: yes, you did, he told me that
you sent him to me from Lebanon!

Then the girl asked her mother: how did he look like?
What was he wearing?

The mother answered: he was wearing a black cloak and
he had a white beard.

The girl was shocked and asked: what time did he come?
The mother said: at 1:15 PM

The girl cheered and said to her mother: this was Saint
Sharbel, he visited you after | knelt before him, and this
was the time | was praying before his tomb, he was
healing you in Philippines.

GOD IS GLORIFIED IN
HIS SAINTS
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TURKISH AIRSTRIKES IN AFRIN DESTROY ONE OF THE OLDEST
CHRISTIAN CHURCHES IN THE WORLD
St. Maron and the Julianos Church was on the UNESCO world heritage list

Warplanes of Turkish regime destroyed the
archaeological site of Brad to the south of Afrin
city in northern Aleppo.

General Director of Syria’s Antiquities and
Museums Mahmoud Hamoud told SANA that the
Turkish raids on the archaeological site on
Wednesday led to the destruction of many
important archaeological buildings, including the
tomb of St. Maron and the Julianos Church, one of

the oldest Christian churches in the world which «
was built at the end of the 4th century AD.

- -— o - -

The site is home to many Byzantine churches and monasteries, as well as a temple, a bath,
houses, mills and a cemetery, all dating back to the Roman era during the 2nd and 3rd
centuries AD.

Hamoud urged “the international organizations concerned which registered these sites on their lists to do their moral
and human duty to condemn the Turkish aggression on the sites of the Syrian heritage and expose it to the world.”

In 2011, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) listed Brad site on the World
Heritage List.

Since the beginning of its assault on Afrin city, Turkish forces have vandalized a number of archaeological sites in the
area.
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OUR MARONTIE CATHOLIC EASTER The Rite of Peace is celebrated at Midnight Liturgy and/or
(WEEK OF HAWAREYEEN) Easter Sunday morning during the Divine Liturgy when the

WEEK OF APPARITION OF OUR LORD

The Vigil of Easter is the night before Easter spent in prayers
and praises of the Resurrected Christ, and was the perfect time
to restore the backsliders to faith and administer Baptism to
new catechumens who prepared themselves during all Lent
with prayer and fasting. Our Maronite Church shares this
tradition with the Roman Catholic Church. This is a common
heritage for all Eastern and Western Churches. However, one
of the most important ceremonies and celebrations was the
celebration of Easter at Midnight, the first hour of the day.

The ceremony of Easter is the Rite of Peace. Jesus Christ is
the King of Peace. By His Death and His Resurrection he
brought peace to earth. Saint Paul wrote in his letter to the
Romans:

“Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom
we have gained access (by faith) to this grace in which we
stand, and we boast in hope of the glory of God. Not only that,
but we even boast of our afflictions, knowing that affliction
produces endurance, and endurance, proven character, and
proven character, hope, and hope does not disappoint, because
the love of God has been poured out into our hearts through:
the holy Spirit that has been givento us”  (Romans 5:1-5).

priest blesses the congregation with the Cross. Easter Sunday
is the day of Peace. May the Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ
Risen from the dead be with you all: “In the foreknowledge
of God the Father, through sanctification by the Spirit, for
obedience and sprinkling with the blood of Jesus Christ: may
grace and peace be yours in abundance (1 Peter 1:2). Today’s
theologians and researchers are discovering the profundity
and the richness of our Eastern Tradition and they are
teaching it in all western and European schools and
institutions of Philosophy and Theology... | hope that this
brief description and explanation of the theology and the
spirituality of the Maronite Church all through the Holy
Week will increase in your hearts the love of the Church and
participation in all her ceremonies, liturgies and prayers of
this blessed week. | hope that you understand better why this
week is so important, and why it is necessary to learn more
and more about our Maronite Tradition and our Eastern
Catholic Churches. The more you discover the richness of
our Syriac Tradition, the more you will love your Church,
and the more you will be proud to belong to the Eastern

| eﬁﬁ&e& @u.ﬂ.“

Christ is Risen! He is truly risen!
Xprwotog Aveotn! AAnBwg Aveotn!

THE POWER OF HEALING WATER FROM THE DIVINE MERCY SHRINE

IN EL SALVADOR, MISAMIS ORIENTAL.

Have you heard some miraculous news from any countries all over
the globe? Did you believed on that unbelievable information?
Every one of us comes from diverse races and has different
instinctive beliefs. Some people don’t believe on the subject of
miracles while others have strong viewpoint on it. No matter from
where you come from, we have the self-determination either believe
it or not. Like Chinese people, they have well-built beliefs about
lucky charms along with other countries who believes on it.

There is an amazing thing will happen as soon as you accept as true.
Do you agree with that statement? Well, if you have physically
powerful faith to a certain fixation, it will really happen for the
reason that there is great God that will always listen no matter how
sinful you are. There is many published news as well as different
kinds of testimonies brought to the public with proofs about miracle
healing. Some believes on it while others don’t. But based on
scientific phenomenon, miracle healing doesn’t exist. They will
prove it by researching and studying in actual observation.

In my part, | also heard with reference to miracles from countries
abroad. Usually, those miracles are from saints that they contribute
good works towards people while they are still alive. Yes, there are
still miracles that occur globally. I did not know many of them. But
here in Philippines, many people believes in miracle. In fact, people
are from different regions. This is because our ancient people are
inherited to be believers of miracle and that’s why we did learn from
them.

Like the miracle power of The Divine Mercy Shrine in El Salvador,
Misamis Oriental; although this shrine is new, a lot of people will visit
again asking for mercy as well as making penitence. The Power of
Healing Water from the Divine Mercy Shrine in El Salvador, Misamis
Oriental is for every body who wants diseases cured. No matter how
wicked or sinful you are as long as you truly repent and forgive other
people; you will be poured with the unlimited mercy by The Divine
Mercy Shrine.

The healing water from The Divine Mercy Shrine can cure illnesses on
condition that you believe it. If you believe, nothing will be take away
from you instead your long time disease will be healed by drinking an
amount of water from The Divine Mercy Shrine in El Salvador,
Misamis Oriental. Strong faith can make water powerful towards
healing your lengthy illnesses. One of my friend confirmed that the
miracle water from The Divine Mercy Shrine really cures as it is the
treatment for her daughter if ever have fever.
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SAINT SHARBEL YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS

Did You Know One of the Most Popular X-Men Is a Devout Catholic?

In October of 1992, the famed X-Men: The
Animated Series, made its debut appearance. For
the first time on television, the animated series
brought to life the characters from the classic X-
Men comic books. One episode animates to life
the popular mutant superhero Nightcrawler, who
many don’t know is a devout Catholic.

In the 44th episode of the animated series,
entitled “Nightcrawler,” the X-Men Gambit,
Rogue, and the Wolverine take a ski trip to
Germany. While Gambit and Rogue are enjoying
their time together and relaxing, the Wolverine is
restless and longs for some action. He hears
rumors that a demon is hiding within a local
monastery in town; however, when he
investigates he finds not a demon, but a fellow
mutant who despite his devilish appearance is a
philosophical and pious Catholic.

Kurt Wagner, known as Nightcrawler, is a deeply
religious man who even studied for the
priesthood despite never being ordained. In the
episode, he is a monk living inside a monastery,
because the townspeople fear his appearance and
have mistaken him for a demon. An ensuing
argument between the X-Men and Nightcrawler
spark the townspeople to attack them, and in the
crossfire the monastery burns down. However,
the X-Men convince the townspeople not to fear
what they don’t understand, and the episode ends
with the famous Wolverine praying in a French
cathedral, having found his faith again.

“No, my friend, God does not give up on his
children — human or mutant. He is there for us in
our times of joy and to help us when we are in
pain — if we let Him. Our ability to understand
God’s purposes is limited, but take comfort in the
fact that His love is limitless.” — Kurt Wagner,
Nightcrawler

i;?r(l Come oI Us in
A Maﬁmg Sandwiches for

the Homeless in our Community

Friday April 6, 2018 @ 6pm-8pm
St. Sharbel Church Kitchen

As we get closer and closer to the end of lent, what better way to
walk in the footsteps of Jesus other than to help the homeless. Our
youth will be making sandwiches, which will be delivered to the
Catholic Workers Charity Group. We are also holding a canned food
drive. We appreciate any donations of non-perishable canned food
items, which your child can bring with them that night.
Any/all donations are welcome.

We thank you in advance for your support!

We would encourage all our youth and teens ages 8
and up to participate in this special event.

If interested in attending, or would like to register in our
yvouth program, please contact:
Marcelle (702) 460-5770 or Debbie (719) 334-0252
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FILIPINO NEWS

Vatican approves process to make Archbishop Teofilo Camomot a saint

CEBU CITY — The Vatican’s Congregation for the
Causes of Saints has approved the diocesan process for
the cause of sainthood of the late Cebuano Archbishop
Teofilo Camomot who was known for his extreme
generosity and love for the poor.

In a letter addressed to the Cebu Archdiocese dated Nov.
9, Angelo Cardinal Amato said the inquiries and
affidavits of witnesses gathered by the archdiocese on the
life, virtues, and holiness of Camomot were valid and
legitimate.

Amato is the prefect of the congregation that oversees the
complex process that leads to canonization. Fr. Mhar
Vincent Balili, vice postulator of Camomot’s cause,
hopes to begin the next step of the process, which is to
prove that the late archbishop possessed heroic virtues
that will give the bishop the title “venerable.”

“We’re very happy that the congregation approved what
we are doing. We were not asked to change anything nor
add something to it. Everything is good,” Balili told the
Inquirer.

According ot him, the diocesan process includes
gathering of documents and writings of Camomot as well
as the testimonies of witnesses who had personal
encounters with the archbishop.

“The first stage involves the creation of a tribunal, the
theological committee, and the historical committee. The
tribunal gathered the testimonies of witnesses. The
historical committee gathered all the writings which was
analyzed by the theological committee,” he explained.
Balili said they ended the diocesan process last March
and submitted everything to Rome in April.

“We got the results this month. That means, it took seven
months for the congregation to approve it. Seven months
IS very, very fast already,” he said.

Balili is on top of the cause of sainthood for Camomot.
He collaborates with the Rome-based postulator Fr.
Samson Silloriquez.

The next part, he said, would be the preparation of the
Positio, which would summarize the life and virtues of
Camomot. The Positio includes the biography of
Camomot, the testimonies of witnesses, and explanation
why the late archbishop should be declared a saint of the
Catholic Church,

When the Positio is finished, it will be submitted to the
Congregation for the Causes of Saints in Rome. It will be
studied by theologians and then passed to the cardinal
members of the congregation who in turn will vote.

Their votes will determines whether the cause will continue or
end. If the vote is affirmative, the recommendation of a
Decree of Heroic Virtues is sent to the Pope.

Once the candidate’s heroic virtues have been recognized by
the Pope, Camomot will be called “venerable.”

“From there, we wait for one miracle so that he will become a
blessed. And once he become a blessed, we will wait for
another miracle to become a saint,” Balili said.

Balili called on the people to keep praying for the cause of
sainthood of Camomot.

“We also ask the people to disseminate information about the
sanctity of Archbishop Camomot so that more people will pray
and receive favors through his intercession,” he said.

It was the Daughters of St. Teresa, a religious congregation
which Camomot founded, which earlier petitioned for the
opening of a cause for beatification and canonization of the
Cebuano archbishop.

On Oct. 15, 2010, Ricardo Cardinal Vidal, then the archbishop
of Cebu, announced that the Holy See had approved the
opening of the cause for Camomot’s beatification and
canonization. A diocesan inquiry was then made.

Since the cause for sainthood was started for Camomot, the
late archbishop has been called a “Servant of God.”

Camomot, fondly known as Monsignor Lolong, was known
for his exceptional love for the poor.

In some instances, the Carcar City native pawned his episcopal
ring and pectoral cross (the large crucifix worn by bishops)
and gave the proceeds to the poor. The archbishop would also
give away whatever he had to the needy.

Camomot died in a vehicular accident in San Fernando town
on Sept. 27, 1988. He was 74.

The Archdiocese of Cebu ruled that the heroic virtues
demonstrated by Archbishop Camomot are worthy of
sainthood.

If his cause for sainthood will be approved by the Pope,
Camomot will become the Philippines’ third saint next to San
Lorenzo Ruiz de Manila and San Pedro Calungsod — both lay
persons.
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Worship &
Our Team Fellowship
Tuesday
Pastor
Fr. Nadim Abou Zeid 6-7 p.m.
abnadim@gmail.com Rosary &
Praise & Worship
Secretary English.
Jullette.Hanache 7-8pm
. | ASS'StaTIt . Healing with Oil,
) | hJObaf;fl‘a Po e Bible Study,
|\ | . 1Y ) Stsharbel.lv@gmail.com Fellowship
ATTORNEY AT LAW
. Wednesday
: Chairman
Personal Injury Samih Alhaweyk 10 am. Rosary
Real Estate tatizeo@aol.com In Arabic

Wills, Trust & Probate
Legal Consultation

Call us today 702-870-1100

1. SMALL
14 KT $150
18 KT $200
2. LARGE
14 KT $27
18 KT $325

AVAILABLE IN
WHITE GOLD,
YELLOW OR ROSE
PER REQUEST.

Only (@ St. Sharbel
Las Vegas

Limited Supplies

ST. SHARBEL
GOLDEN FACE PENDANT

Catechism
Joanna Pollard
joannapollard@cox.net
Debbie Aguayo
pinkpiglv@gmail.com

Accounting
Hanna Sweis
Hssweis@gmail.com

Youth Director
Marcelle Dagher
Mdagher@cox.net
Debbie Aguayo

Choir
Ran Contreras
rancontreras@hotmail. com
Raul Aboujel
raul.abejueld@gmail.com
Mariereine Absi
mariereine58@yahoo. com

Young @ Heart
Potluck following

the Rosary

Eucharistic
Adoration DAILY
from 7AM to
6PM.

Sign up (White
Application
Form) for 2 an
hour with Jesus
in Eucharistic
Adoration

Daily 7am-6pm

Prayer Daily at
3pm

Joanna Pollard
(702) 278-6549

[&
A
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WEEKEND DAILY 8AM

HOLY MASS INTENTIONSON

Saturday 4:30pm Mar 31
Faithful Departed

MONDAY April 2
Unborn Babies

TUESDAY April 2
Healing of the Sick

Sunday 9:30am April 1
Victims of War

. | WEDNESDAY April 3

Sunday 11:30 am _ _
Conversion of Sinners

+Siham Keserwani
(Zena Tabet’s Mom)
+Nadim Koubbage
(Carla Nassar’s Dad)

THURSDAY April 4
Doctors & Nurses

Sunday 4:30 pm Spanish : FRIDAY April 5
Fieles Infiltrados PRAY FOR THE SICK Youth of the World

NUESTRO NOTICIAS DE LA COMUNIDAD ESPANOLA

El Grupo Guadalupano de la Iglesia
de San Charbel
Te invita a que asistas a la Misa y El Rosario
que se celebran el primer domingo
cada mes comenzado,
DIA: Domingo 1 de Abril del 2018

HORA: Rosario 4:30pm Misa

DONDE: Iglesia Catolica de San Charbel
10325 Rancho Destino Rd,
Las Vegas, NV 89183
Despues de la Misa te invitamos a que nos acomparies a una

pequeia recepcion donde compartiremos: cafe, postres, y
bocadillos con todos los asistentes.

Si tienes alguna duda communicate con:
Oficina de la Iglesia 702-616-6902




