What is cork?

A member of the beech family. the
cork cak free grows in coastal regions
of the Medicerranean. Relatively slow
growing, these trees survive harsh
cenditions in depleted sail that will
support litle elie of value. There arg
mmplu of cark oak trees chat arg
400 o 500 years ald though the

awerage life expectancy would be 100
1 to 120 years.

Lindika st erees where primary walue
1 & derived from the lumber of the truni,
cork i sebually abtained from the bark
of the tree. This unusually thick bark
is rade up of millicns of tiny prism-
shaped air pu:u:kau which create a resilient cushiory surface and lud
to the assertion that with eork. you are literally “walking on air”,
Grown on farms and harvested every 9 oo |1 years, the financial
benefic lies not in felling these trees but in koaping tham alive and in
production for pererations.

The abilicy vo wse cork in looring applications was not discovered
until the 1'%ch century when American, john Smith, discovered
agglomerated cork. Today cork flooring is created from the prost-
industrial by-product of the bottle-stopper industry, This ‘wases’
matarial is grourd up and then formed into sheets using manimal
amounts of adhesive to bind the particles gqstl;hgr under high
pressure, The size, quantity, and typa of cork granule in conjunction
with varying degrees of pressure make the diference betwesn
"bailletion board” material and material suisable for looring applications.

Hiztorically. cork loors were finished in the same manner a8 any
other wood Rooring, i.e. with a paste wax buffed inte thesurface.
Howareer tha labor-intensive naturg of maingenance wil seen as a
real drawback when rolled sheet wimyl and simnilar ‘modern’ resilient
surfice options came on the market mid lase cemtury, Cork flaoring
fall oust of favar and for perhaps 30 yoars was ot réadily available to
the average consumer,

Maw finishing techniques and improved wechnologies have revived
INERress in ¢ork in the past
een years Though still 3 small
fraceion of the cverall floor
CovErings market, cork is
£oyng A surge in popubsnicy
driven in large part by
contumer demand, Wwhag
daes cork have to offer
seating it apary from ocher
surface flooring materials!
Cuite a bit it wurng aut. ln
fact, no other oo

Why choose cork?

Durable and Easy to Maintain

Pre-finished Matural CORK Aooring is protected with § coats of durable UV cured
aerylic finish. Regular maintenance requires only routine sweeping and vacuuming to
awaid build up of abrasive paruches. Spills should be cleaned up right sway, Use anly
clearers specified for use on pre-finabed hardwood awilable from your local reailer
or home cener. Wt maimenance i entirely forbidden, Your wall maintained cark
floor will lass for decades of enjoyment.

Comfortable

Cork prowides a comiortable cushion undaerfost as it gives under comprossion. Becaine
Cork “bounces back™. recovary fram marks left by furniture will beave minsmal pessdual
indentation, less notcesble than an woad, carpet or vind floors,

Fire Resistant
Cork is a fire inhibitor thar daes not spread flame. Cork will not produce towe gases
an combustion,

Thermally and Acoustically Insulated

Cork containg over 100 million prism-shaped cells per cubic inch, Thess airfilled colls
allew cork to provide excellent thermal and acoustic insulation. The inhcrent resiliency
of cork provides a comioriable cushion that is pertle on feet, back and joens With cork
fiaaring, walking barefoot in the bedraom or bathroom on a cold night doesn't have o
bet an umpleasant experience. In addition to providing a comformable cushion under-
foat, cork’s uniquee alr-filled cells and wrigue ability to bounce back reduce neise, mak-
ing cork the perface alternative for multi-level housing developments, office spaces,
museums, and houses of warship.




