Vaccines work by stimulating the body's defense mechanisms or immune systeduce
antibodies to a particular microorganism or microorganisms such as abaatsria, or other infectious
organism. The animal’s immune system is then prepared to react to arfteation with that
microorganism(s). The reaction will either prevent infection oelesise severity of infection and
promote rapid recovery. Thus, vaccination mimics or simulates the poatecimmunity that a pet has
once it has recovered from natural infection with a particulacticigs agent.

There are many combinations of vaccines available for pets tod#fjthGxnimal Hospital
offers vaccine combinations that our veterinarians deem the most mgdesslae diseases in our area.

For dogs, a yearly vaccination visit includes an exam, a Rabies vaccin®HIHtaccine
(Canine Distemper), a fecal test, and a heartworm test. A fetahiecks your dog’s stool for the
presence of internal parasites. A heartworm test checks your dogtsfor the presence of heartworms.
Rabies vaccinations are required by law in both Indiana and lllinois, and protedt@aetsleadly Rabies
in case of exposure to the virld- L PPC, commonly called Distemper, is actually a 6-in-1 combination
of vaccines combined into one injection. Each component of the vaccine il®as:fo

» Canine Distemper (D) - a highly contagious, incurable, often fatal, multisystemic viral
disease that affects the respiratory, gastrointestinal, andiceetyous systems.
Distemper is caused by the canine distemper virus.

* Adenovirus Type 2 (H) - also known as Infectious Canine Hepatitis, is a viral infection
caused by a member of the Adenovirus family that causes inflammationliekthe

» Leptospira(L) - a bacterial disease of dogs and other mammals that primaritysitie
liver or kidneys. Ingestion of infected urine or rodent-contaminated garbadlge most
common means of transmission, but some forms of the bacteria can penetagediar
thin skin, or through contaminated water.

» Parainfluenza (P) - a highly contagious respiratory disease that can progress to
pneumonia in puppies or chronic bronchitis in older dogs.

e Parvovirus (P) — a virus that causes loss of the lining of the intestinal tradtdestroys
some blood cell elements. The intestinal damage results in severe dehny@ivatier
loss), electrolyte (sodium and potassium) imbalances, and infection ilodustoeam. It



IS an extremely contagious virus and the leadingpeaf death for puppies under a year
old.

» Coronavirus (C) - a contagious intestinal infection that uspiglioduces a mild disease.
However, it can be severe in young puppies and t@gsare stressed by concurrent
infections

We also offer th&or detella (Kennel Cough) vaccine for pets that board, attemding classes
and dog parks, or are frequently exposed to othgs.dOur veterinarians also suggegine vaccinations
for dogs with high risk of exposure to ticks.

For cats, a yearly vaccination visit includes aarexa Rabies vaccine, FVRCP vaccine (Feline
Distemper), and a Leukemia vacciRabies vaccinations are required by law in both Indiand a
lllinois, and protect pets from deadly Rabies isecaf exposure to the virulSYRCP, commonly called
Distemper, is actually a 3-in-1 combination of viaes combined into one injection. Each component of
the vaccine is as follows:

* FdineRhenotracheitis (FVR) - an upper respiratory or pulmonary infectafrcats
caused by feline herpesvirus 1 and causes onevhidlé respiratory diseases in cats.

» Claicivirus(C) - a virus of the family Caliciviridae that cassdisease in cats. It is one of
the two important viral causes of respiratory itif@cin cats.

e Panleukopenia (P) - a viral infection affecting cats that is cadidy feline parvovirus, a
close relative of canine parvovirus (see abovereQmontracted, it is highly contagious
and can be fatal to the affected cat.

Griffith Animal Hospital offers Leukemia vaccinesrfcatsFeline Leukemia is a long-term
virus which compromises a cat's immune systemjnhgadvm more susceptible to other infections. In
addition, Leukemia also causes tumors in one tifiidfected cats. All cats are required to be b
Leukemia before beginning receiving a Leukemia ireec

Puppies and kittens should begin receiving vaccim&s— 8 weeks of age to begin building
immunities. Both will receive vaccination boostéosthree sessions scheduled 3 weeks apart. Festal t
and deworming, if necessary, will be performed tigtmout the vaccination booster process to ensure a
healthy young pet.

For any questions regarding vaccines or to schestubgopointment, please call us today.



